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highest. Effort in the Beaufort area was well above that last year 
and about at the long-term average, both in numbers of trips and 
relative percentage. Effort in the Wadmalaw/Edisto area continued 
an increasing trend, while that in the Georgetown area dropped 
substantially and was minimal. The small size of shrimp in Winyah 
Bay may have directed effort to Bulls Bay. 

catch rates in all major areas were the highest to date. 
Beaufort and Bulls Bay were the most productive areas in terms of 
CPUE. CPUE trends in the southern sounds areas have been very 
similar in recent years (Fig. 4), while those in the northern 
coastal areas have been much more variable (Fig. 5). 

The continuation of shrimp baiting in Bulls Bay has become a 
controversial issue with wildlife advocates arguing that this 
activity disturbs birds and other wildlife in the refuge. The 
importance of Bulls Bay to shrimp baiters is a relevant factor. As 
indicated in Fig. 5, the average catch rate in Bulls Bay has tended 
to be the highest of the three northern shrimping areas. The 
average size of the shrimp there has also tended to be larger. 
These factors have contributed to the growing popularity of Bulls 
Bay indicated in Fig. 6, with the amount of effort now close to 
that in the Charleston metro area. As a result, Bulls Bay has 
become an increasingly important contributor to the statewide 
baiting catch and in 1995 replaced Charleston in the second 
position (Fig. 7). 

The overall distribution of the fall white shrimp harvest 
between recreational and commercial users was nearly identical to 
that in 1994. During the baiting season, the baiters took 48% of 
the comb,ined catch. For the entire fall harvest, the baiters' 
share was 33%, nearly identical to their average annual share since 
1987. 
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Fig. 4. Trends in CPUE in the southern sounds area. 
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Fig. 5. Trends in CPUE in the northern coastal area. 
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